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30tli .9Lnniversary 
of tlie 
Mass Clioir of 
rrlie (jreater !Friends liip 
'Baptist Cliurcli 
Suniay1 Afarcfi 61 1988 at 4:00 p.m 
· Mrs. Lessie Mae Craig, President . 
402 Clinton Street 
Buffalo,· New York 14204 
Rev. A. Charles Ware, Pastor 
To our illustrious Pastor, Rev. A. Charles Ware, 
we, the members of the Mass Choir salute you 
for your love, support and encouragement which 
has been an inspiration to us. As we celebrate 30 
years of praising our God in song, we express our 
appreciation for your dedication and leadership. 
"They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk 
and not faint." Isiah 40:31 
FROM THE MASS CHOIR OF 
TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
MIAMI, FLA. REV. GLEN 
DEVOUX-PASTOR TO THE MASS 
CHOIR OF GREATER FRIENDSHIP 
BAPTIST CHURCH AND NETTIE · 
HICKS WE SALUTE YOU 
FOR 30 YEARS OF SINGING 
PRAISES TO THE LORD. 
MRS. CHARLIE MAE, 
CULPEPPER-PRES. 
Ira Austin Funeral Home, Inc. 
836 East Delavan Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 14215 
893-6330 
One of Buffalo's newest funeral homes 
Equipped to serve all your needs in time 
of bereavement 
Our important goal is pleasing the living 
"If God be for us, who can be against us" 
Romans 8:31 
Compliments of the 
Billups Bros. Cleaners and Tailor Shop 
Cleaning and pressing to satisfy you. 
We pick-up and deliver . 
1501 Genesee St. Buffalo, N.Y. 14211 
897-1667 
"We Care" 
A complete service 
- Tailoring - Dry Cleaning - Laundry Service 
In Memoriam 
of 
Edgar Waker Sr. 
1907 -1976 
Wife Rachel, Children 
& 
Grandchlidren 
Congratulations 
on 
Togetherness 
For 30 Years 
to 
Nettie and the Mass Choir 
Your Sisters in Newark NJ. 
To 
NETTIE HICKS AND 
THE MASS CHOIR 
OF 
GREATER FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
"Sing till the power of the Lord come" 
PHILLIP HEROUT 3 
PHILADEPHIA Pl 
Compliments of 
Hankerson's Heating 
and Air 
Buffalo, New York 14208 
Uly Hankerson Jr. 
Owner/ Operator 
882-0477 
Always on Call 
Congratulations to 
The Mass Choir 
Friendship Baptist Church 
for 30 Years of service. 
Robert S. Varner, Director 
To the Mass Choir of 
Greater Friendship B_aptist 
Church 
and 
Nettie Hicks 
SUCCESS ON YOUR DAY 
-English Taylors · 
-Virginia Haddock-prop. 
Miami.Fla. 
TO NETTIE AND THE 
MASS CHOIR 
MAY THIS CHOIR 
MULTIPLY AS THE 
YEARS GO BY. 
Charles Herout 33° 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
For Your Hat Designing 
and Upholstering 
Afrs. Lessie 13. C{arf( 
327 Peckham St. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14206 
Phone: 852-1458 
Frontier Dental Services, P.C. 
11 ... ,.,, 
$99 to $499 per U/L 
Six Styles 
'~ Definite Difference In Dentures" 
Loose or ill-fitting? 
We may solve the problem 
COMPLETE 
FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE AT 
REASONABLE 
RATES 
Dr. Clifford Stich 
Established dentist 
and owner 
FREE 
CONSULTATION 
SENIOR CITIZEN 
Discount 
Northtown Plaza 
307i Sheridan Drive 
Amherst, N. Y. 
(7i6) 836-89i2 
High Quality and 
Prompt, Courteous 
Personal Service 
WE WORK WITH ALL DENTAL INSURANCES 
MEDICAID WELCOME 
DENTAL 
LAB ON 
PREMISES 
ANDREA HENDERSON 
Lab. Supervisor 
RELINES & 
REPAIR 
WHILE-U-WAIT 
Zayre's Plaza 
59i 9 South Transit 
Lockport, N.Y. A Dental Service 
dedicated to making your 
SMILE - ffi (7i 6) 433-0330 -
The best possible! 
SOPRANO SECTION 
Mrs. Lessie Mae Craig 
Mrs. Mary Kipper " < · 
Mrs. Ethel Wright v 
Mrs. Mable Billups 
Mrs. E. Marie Weaver 
Miss Bernadette A. Hawkins /,--· 
Mrs. Christine White /' 
Mrs. Leona Richardson i ,. 
/ 
Mrs. Lela Mae Richardson v 
Mrs. Della Williams 
Mrs. Minnie Henderson 
Mrs. Mary Mushat ,,,---
Mrs. Johnnie Mae Miller r" 
Mrs. Rosetta Thomas 
Miss Maryann Roundtree 
Mrs. Eva Cohens " ,.,. .. 
Miss Celestine Hicks ,,, 
Mrs. Mamie Garrett '~ 
Mrs. Naomi Saxon ,/ 
Mrs. Sarah Mae Clemons ,,,,,. 
Mrs. Mattie Bankston v 
Mrs. Mary Mcclendon , 
Mrs. Gertie Johnson v 
Mrs. Sadie Jackson 
PRAISE THE LORD 
WE SING BECAUSE 
WEARE 
HAPPY! 
ALTO SECTION 
Mrs. Dorothy F. Harris 
Mrs. Nettie Hicks l .,,.., 
Mrs. Mary Barber i/ 
Mrs. Lessie Clark 
Mrs. Ada Dowell 
Mrs. Vernia Mann 
Mrs. Linnie Olive 
Mrs. Gussie Nix 
Miss Glenda T. Richardson 
Mrs. Rachel E. Waker ·· 
Mrs. Catherine Wilson 
Mrs. Shirley Webster 
r· 
Mrs. Vernetta Billups Camp 
Mrs. Brenda Young 
Mrs. Sarah Brown l,,,..... ,,,. 
Mrs. Cora Lee Rogers ) .; 
Mrs. Essie Smith i..-- ·: 
Mrs. Sarah Young , 
2ND ALTOS, TENORS AND BASS 
.,./ 
Mrs. MaryJ. Gaston •··,.,... 
Mrs. Peggy Pender i..;: 
Mrs. Emma Hall i,,,, 
Mrs. Ethel Harris 
Mrs. Alma Melson 
Mrs. Willa Swink ,.,,...--, 
Mrs. Marion Young 
Mrs. Victoria Lee _,, 
Mrs. Marie Bivens v/ /' 
Mrs. Dorthy Green v 
Mrs. Annie B. Jackson 
Mrs. Annabelle Watkin;,,, 
Mrs. Naomi Graham 
Mrs. Mary Hill 
Mr. Robert S. Varner v/l 
Mr. Johnnie Flakes 
Deacon Johnnie E. Hudson 
Deacon Philip Roundtree / 
A tribute to Mass Choir members who have only gone away 
out of a restless, careworn world 
In Memoriam 
Death is just another step along life's changing way, 
No more than just a gateway 
to a new and better day, 
And parting from our loved ones is much easier to bear 
When we know that they are waiting 
for us to join them "There" -
For it is on the Wings of Death that the living soul takes flight 
Into the "Promised Land of God" 
where there shall be "No Night" -
So death is just a natural thing, 
like the closing of a door, 
As we start upon a jouney 
to a new and distant shore -
And none need make this journey undirected or alone, 
For God promised us safe passage 
to this vast and great unkown -
So let your grief be softened and yield not to despair, 
You have only placed your loved one 
in the loving Father's care . 
. . . Be not afraid, only believe. 
Mark 5:36 
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In Ylppreciation for Services ~ndered 
'Tliis Souvenir Journa{ is 'Dedicated 
'}v{'RJ. L 'ESS I'E 'Jv{y['£ C2(YLI (j 
President, Af ass Clioir 
30 'Years 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PROGRAMME 
Theme: "Let everything that has breath praise the Lord." 
Psalm: 150 
Devotion . . . . .. ·. . '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friendship Deacons 
Scripture .............. ..... ....................... Rev. James Hammond 
Psalm 150 
Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All Choirs 
''You Bring the Sunshine" 
Prayer ... . . ..... . . ................................ Rev. Palmer Mcwilson 
Presentation of Master of Ceremonies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Lessie M. Craig 
President 
Master of Ceremonies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Barbara Billups 
Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Congregation & Choirs 
"Since I Laid My Burdens Down" Ms. Glenda Richardson 
Director 
Welcome ......... ... . ................ . . . .......... Ms. Dorothy F. Harris 
Co-Chairperson 
Selections (2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Bells of St. John 
Mass Choir History ........... .. . .... ................ Mrs. Mary Jane Gaston 
Treasurer 
Selections (2) ............ . .......................... The Charles Billups Ensemble 
Solo ............................................. Mrs. Vera Keith 
Presentation and Recognition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ms. Bernadette Hawk.ins 
Secretary 
Selections (2) ............ . ............... .... ... ... . The Varson Community Choir 
01Iering and Reports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Finance Committee of the Day 
THE WAY WE WERE 
Mass Choir . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Selections 
Moment of Silence ...................... . ............ 'Those Fallen By the Wayside" 
Remarks .................. ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Lessie M .. Craig 
Remarks & Benediction .......... . ....... ..... ........ Rev. A. Charles Ware 
Refreshments served in Lower Auditorium 
IN MEMORIAM 
OF OUR LOVED ONE'S 
OTIS B. GOODWIN SR. 
JOHN T. GOODWIN 
ROBERT L. VARNER 
LUTHER L. VARNER 
LUCILLE VARNER MARSHALL 
THE VARNER & GOODWIN FAMILIES 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To 
The Mass Choir 
For Thirty Years of Service 
The Friensdship Nurses Corps. 
Mrs. Loraine Hodge President 
Rev. A. Charles Ware Pastor 
JASMINE REALTY 
1195 HERTEL AVENUE 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
14216 
Ralph B. Diederich (Broker) 
LEEONIA M. SMITH (Sales Agent) 
Office 875-2571 Home 833-9502 
If everyone would help each other 
we would be a stronger community 
God Bless You Leeonia Smith 
TO THE MASS CHOIR AND NETTIE HICKS 
Let Joy Bells let the Angels sing, 
keep lifting your voices in Praises to God, 
For 30 more years. 
ANGIE'S UPHOLSTERY RIVERIA BEACH, FLA. 
Cynthia Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. James Miller 
Mrs. Felicia Amaechi 
Dorothy F . Harris 
PATRONS 
Deacon & Mrs. J .C. Donelson 
Mrs . Fannie M. Roundtree 
Mrs. Pauline Evans 
Mrs. Estelle Love 
Mr. & Mrs. David S. DeWitt 
William Carmichael 
Mrs. Louise Langford 
Mary Ann Roundtree 
Deacon Walter Roseboro 
Deacon & Mrs. Gene R. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Grant 
Mrs. Annie B. Harris 
Mrs. Mary E. Kipper · 
Mrs. Harriett Ponzo 
Mrs. Jeanette Greene 
Marie Thomas 
Michele Bradley 
Mrs. Alma Melson 
Mr. & Mrs. Harrison Billups 
The Hicks Family 
Glenora Watkins 
Jennie Shanks 
J. Estelle Rias 
Mrs. Naomi Graham 
Mrs. S. Bankston 
Mrs. Charlene Holmes 
Frank Valdez 
Mrs. Jacquie James 
Steven Brow'n 
Shirley Webster 
Rev. Benjamin Clark 
Peggy Wimberly 
Minnie Henderson 
Mrs. Sarah Brown 
Mrs. Gussie Nix 
Jannie B. Floyd 
Willard Smith 
Mrs. Grace Werts 
Deacon Philip Roundtree 
Jim Paige 
Colleen Roof 
Mrs . Mollie Hurd 
Deacon Otis Caldwell 
Mrs. Lessie M. Craig 
Mrs. & Mrs. George E. Brown 
Deacon & Mrs. Arthur Henry 
Mrs. Sadie Murray 
Mrs. Margaret Sullivan 
Mrs. Lola Mcllwain 
Mrs. Maggie Burks 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Smith 
Mrs. L. V. Eubanks 
Mr. & Mrs. Willie C. Williams 
Mrs. Emma Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. Booker Cypress 
Ethel Wright 
Corine Parnell 
Hasson Turner 
Mrs. Catherine Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. Amon Billups, Sr. 
Ronda Gleave 
Brenda Jones 
Michael St. John 
Sonya James 
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Billups 
Eve Harris 
Rev. Marian Smith & Family 
Mrs. Elnora Vance 
GENEVIEVE & KIMBERLEE KELLEY 
SINCERE GOOD WISHES TO THE BEST 
CHOIR, IN THE WORLD! 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
MY BELOVED HUSBAND 
BRO. IVORY HICKS 33 ° 
Past President Of The 
United usher Board of 
. Greater Friendship Baptist Church 
"There is an open Gate at the end of life's road, 
Through which all must pass". 
Mrs. A. Nettie Hicks 
and Family 
IN MEMORIAM 
OF OUR LOVED ONE'S 
OTIS B. GOODWIN SR. 
JOHN T. GOODWIN 
ROBERT L. VARNER 
LUTHER L. VARNER 
LUCILLE VARNER MARSHALL 
THE VARNER & GOODWIN FAMILIES 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To 
The Mass Choir 
For Thirty Years of Service 
The Friensdship Nurses Corps. 
Mrs. Loraine Hodge President 
Rev. A. Charles Ware Pastor 
JASMINE REALTY 
1195 HERTEL AVENUE 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
14216 
Ralph B. Diederich (Broker) 
LEEONIA M. SMITH (Sales Agent) 
Office 875-2571 HorJ]e 833-9502 
If everyone would help each other 
we would be a stronger community 
God Bless You Leeonia Smith 
TO THE MASS CHOIR AND NETTIE HICKS 
Let Joy Bells let the Angels sing, 
keep lifting your voices in Praises to God, 
For 30 more years. 
ANGIE'S UPHOLSTERY RIVERIA BEACH, FLA. 
ACACIA PARK MEMORIAL GARDENS 
Proudly announces the appointment of Rev. Charles Henderson 
Rev. Henderson has been appointed to our staff as a trained Memorial Couselor. 
His duties include assisting families to understand the needs and information 
for prearranagement. 
As a community service, Rev. Henderson is offering families a Free Family 
Registry. The Family Registry contains valuable information on wills, 
estate planning, social security benefits, also information on the 87 decisions 
that must be done by the survivor at the time of death. 
To receive your Free Family Registry, call or wirite: 
Acacia Park Memorial Gardens 
4215 N. Tonawanda Creek Rd. 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
Call 692-0511 --Ask for Rev. Henderson 
BRIGHTON RD. 
ACACIA PARK 
RESTHAVEN 
ELLIC011 CREEk 
MAPLE RD. 
In loving memory 
Moses Floyd 
Eula Floyd 
James Floyd 
Until the time when 
there will be no partings 
and time is not counted by years 
For Engagements Contact: 
Randy Billups 
President 
Ben Clark 
Business Manager 
{716) 835-0719 
In Memory 
Of The Late 
Rev. Charles A. Billups 
1929 -1983 
Loving Wife 
Mrs. Barbara Billups 
charles 
billups 
ensemble 
In Memoriam 
Rev. Edward D. McNeely, 
organizer of the Mass Choir. 
Congratulations Mass Choir for 30 Years of Service 
From 
Martin Luther King Lodge #7 
Ancient Free and Accepted Mason 
International Affiliated 
Ill Arthur Mc Bride 32 ° 
Ill Robert S. Varner 33° 
Past Master Tommy Williams 
Past Master Freddie Ingram 
Past Master Sam Anderson 
Past Master Willie Swaine 
Ill Uly Hankerson Jr, 33 ° 
Ill Rev. James Beathely 32° 
Past Master Walter Mc Carley 
Past Master Willie Lee Wilson 
Past Master Albert Swaine 
Ill Edward Swaine 32 ° 
Master Mason Eddie Buckner 
Master Mason Edwin Wilson 
Master Mason Tommie Rand 
Master Mason James Moore 
Master Mason Badam J. Miller 
Master Mason Earl Montgomery 
Master Mason Tyrone Pressley 
MM Rev. A. Charles Ware 
Worshipful Master 
Secretary 
Sr. Warden 
Jr. Warden 
Sr.Deacon 
Jr. Deacon 
Treasurer 
Chaplain 
Tyler 
Brothers In Waiting 
George Mc Cellen 
Elijah Evans 
Robert Boon 
From the inception of the Mass Choir, this will be the first program 
we had had without the presence of our beloved friend and brother, 
Deacon/Trustee Frank D. Hawkins. 
We shall forever cherish the memory of this dedicated pioneer of 
the Friendship Baptist Church who now enjoys the comfort and 
sweetness of peace. 
Mrs. Genevieve G. Hawkins 
Departed 1975 
Frank D. Hawkins 
Departed 1988 
) 
OFFICERS 
Mass Choir Officers 
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Lessie Mae Craig 
1st Vice President .. . . . . .. . ........................ Mrs. Rachel E. Waker 
2nd Vice President ..... . . .. ......... . ................ Mrs. Mable Billups 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Bernadette A. Hawkins 
Treasurer ... . .................................. Mrs. Mary Jane Gaston 
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Eva Cohens 
Musical Staff 
Minister of Music . ...... .. ... . ................ Reverend Benjamin J. Clark 
Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Robert S. Varner 
Miss Glenda T. Richardson 
- Pianist ............... . .. . .................... Mrs. Sarah Mae Clemons 
Mrs. Rachel E. Waker 
Organist .... . ........... . .................. Reverend Benjamin J. Clark 
Mr. Eric Reed 
Percussionist ....................... . ......... . . . .. . Mr. Patrick Billups 
Anniversary Committee 
Chairperson .. . ..... ... .......... .. ..... . .... . .. . . Mr. Robert S. Varner 
Co- Chairperson .. . ........... . ................. . Mrs. Dorothy F. Harris 
Mrs. Lessie B. Clark, Mrs. Nettie Hicks 
Mrs. Catherine Wilson, Mrs. Ethel Wright 
Miss Maryann Roundtree, Mrs. Della Williams 
Miss Bernadette A. Hawkins, Mrs. Mary Kipper 
